Tết Nguyên Đán, more commonly known by its shortened name Tết, is the most important and popular holiday and festival in Vietnam. It is the Vietnamese New Year marking the arrival of spring based on the Lunar calendar. The name Tết Nguyên Đán is Sino-Vietnamese for Feast of the First Morning.Tet holiday is very special for Vietnamese families to reunite and celebrate together. Another thing that we usually do is that we give children some “lucky money” with the hope that it will bring fortune to those kids. We also have some other activities such as making “chung” cake, visiting temples and pagodas… and so on.
· Before Tet : 

1. According to the Vietnamese’s belief, on 23rd of December each year, each family will prepare offerings to worshipping to the altar to the  Kitchen Gods. Specially, they should prepare the alive carp for the Kitchen Gods so that they can use the carp flying to meet the Jade Emperor.

2. The practice of cleaning and reorganizing home before Tet is believed to have the meaning of folding up everything belongs to the previous year, and welcoming a new year full of wealth and new things.
· First day of New Year : On the first morning of the year, people dress in their best clothes visiting their families and giving wishes to each other. If not living in the same house, the whole family usually meets at the eldest’s or the house that has main ancestor’s altars. 
· Taking about food in Tet holiday, we cannot but mention to “bánh chưng” and “bánh dày” in the northern part in Vietnam and “bánh tét” in the southern part. Traditionally, those are the kind of cake made of sticky rice, green peas and pork, all of which are wrapped by banana leaves or Dong leaves. Besides, there are so many kind of traditional food such as “mứt”- which means dried candied fruits, as well “hạt dưa” – roasted watermelon seed.  A “Mam Ngu Qua” (five-fruit tray) on the ancestral altar during Tet holiday symbolizes the admiration and gratitude of the Vietnamese to Heaven and Earth and their ancestors, and demonstrates their aspiration for prosperity. 

· Since the Vietnamese believe that the very first visitor a family receives in the year determines their fortune for the entire year, a person of good temper, morality and success will be the lucky sign for the host family and be invited first into the house. This special activity is called “xông đất” or “xông nhà”, which is one of the most important rituals during Tet. Vietnamese families also buy home peach blossom trees, kumquat trees, and orange trees. They also buy flowers to decorate their homes such as chrysanthemums or orchids. They plant these flowers and put them into beautiful pots in front of or inside the house.
· There most preferable Tet’s activities Vietnamese people often do with family are: 
1. Watching firework on the New Year’s Eve moment : Firework shooting to announce the arriving of a New Year is a yearly event expected by any Vietnamese on the night. The show of light is organized in big cities of Vietnam like Hanoi, Ho Chi Minh City, Hue or Da Nang, on the sky of the the best tourist attractions of the cities in order to provide best view and serve the largest number of viewers.

2.  New Year’s greetings : From the first day of the year, people start going around and greet their relatives and friends with the best wishes. This custom seems to be more common in villages than in big city because villagers live much more close than people in cities. 

3. Lucky money for children and elders lucky money bring luck to children such as healthiness, intelligence and obedient and luck to the givers as well. 
4. Visiting pagoda Visiting pagodas could also a good way to enjoy Tet’s atmosphere and forget about all the stress and worry of the previous year in the sacred space there. Vietnamese families usually visit pagodas and temples with all of their members as well as going in grand family as a way to show sincerity.
· Entertainment : Lion Dance (Mua Lan) is a joyful entertainment at the Tet festival in Viet Nam. The Lion is the symbol of power and prosperity.
Tet holiday nowadays is still being well preserved. This holiday is not only for relaxation and family gatherings but also a chance for Vietnamese people developing their cultural and national identity.
